
EMBARGOED UNTIL MAY 20, 2021 7AM EST 

 

 
DR. JANE GOODALL RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS 2021 TEMPLETON PRIZE 

 
Goodall Joins Past Laureates Mother Teresa and Francis Collins as 

First Female Ethologist to Receive One of the World’s Largest  
Individual Lifetime Achievement Awards 

Pennsylvania, USA, May 20, 2021 - Dr. Jane Goodall, DBE, founder of the Jane Goodall Institute, UN 

Messenger of Peace and world-renowned ethologist and conservationist, whose groundbreaking 

discoveries changed humanity’s understanding of its role in the natural world, was announced today as 

the winner of the 2021 Templeton Prize. The Templeton Prize, valued at over $1.5 million, is one of the 

world's largest annual individual awards. Established by the late global investor and philanthropist Sir 

John Templeton, it is given to honor those who harness the power of the sciences to explore the deepest 

questions of the universe and humankind’s place and purpose within it. Unlike Goodall’s past accolades, 

the Templeton Prize specifically celebrates her scientific and spiritual curiosity. The Prize rewards her 

unrelenting effort to connect humanity to a greater purpose and is the largest single award that Dr. 

Goodall has ever received. 

“We are delighted and honored to award Dr. Jane Goodall this year, as her achievements go beyond the 

traditional parameters of scientific research to define our perception of what it means to be human,” said 

Heather Templeton Dill, president of the John Templeton Foundation. “Her discoveries have profoundly 

altered the world’s view of animal intelligence and enriched our understanding of humanity in a way that is 

both humbling and exalting. Ultimately, her work exemplifies the kind of humility, spiritual curiosity, and 

discovery that my grandfather, John Templeton, wrote and spoke about during his life.” 

Dr. Goodall has caused a revolution in how scientists and the public perceive the mental, emotional, and 

social complexity of animals, regarding them as extensions of ourselves. She was the first to observe that 

chimpanzees engaged in activities, such as creating tools, which were previously believed to be exclusive 

to humans. She also proved that they have individual personality, forethought, and complex societies, 

much like human beings. Through her observations, Dr. Goodall showed that under certain 

circumstances they wage war and also, like us, show compassion. Most importantly, throughout her 

career, Dr. Goodall has championed the value of all life forms on Earth, changing both scientific practice 

and the culture at large. 

“I have learned more about the two sides of human nature, and I am convinced that there are more good 

than bad people,” said Dr. Jane Goodall, in her acceptance statement for the Templeton Prize. “There are 

so many tackling seemingly impossible tasks and succeeding. Only when head and heart work in 

harmony can we attain our true human potential.”  

“I can identify closely with the motto that Sir John Templeton chose for his foundation, How little we know, 

how eager to learn, and I am eternally thankful that my curiosity and desire to learn is as strong as it was 

when I was a child,” she added. “I understand that the deep mysteries of life are forever beyond scientific 

knowledge and ‘now we see through a glass darkly; then face to face.’”  

As the 2021 Templeton Prize laureate, Dr. Goodall filmed a reflection on her spiritual perspectives and 

aspirations for the world and an interview with Heather Templeton Dill to announce her award. She will 

participate in the 2021 Templeton Prize Lectures in the fall. 

Dr. Jane Goodall’s legacy extends beyond her research. As a conservationist, humanitarian and advocate 

for the ethical treatment of animals, she is a global force for compassion, a United Nations Messenger of 
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Peace, and an icon to millions around the world. She founded the Jane Goodall Institute (JGI) in 1977 to 

continue her work to study and protect chimpanzees while also improving the lives of local communities 

through education and training. Since then, JGI has conserved 1.5 million acres of forests, supported 130 

communities, and provided safe habitats to more than 5,000 chimpanzees and gorillas. Roots & Shoots, 

her environmental and humanitarian program, has inspired and empowered young people of all ages to 

become involved in hands-on projects to benefit the community, animals and the environment in over 65 

countries. Goodall has devoted her life to educating audiences of all ages about the natural world, 

traveling an average of 300 days per year over the last three decades. 

Despite being grounded by the pandemic, her influence and popularity have grown with her virtual 

participation in events and lectures around the world. Since March 2020, Dr. Goodall has spoken to 

thousands of people in more than 150 countries, communicating on the global crisis and the connections 

between the rise of zoonotic diseases, biodiversity, sustainability, poverty, and humanity’s relationship 

with nature. At the same time, she launched a podcast, The Hopecast, from her attic studio at her 

childhood home in Bournemouth, England, and at the age of 87 is reaching millions of people through 

social media.  

Dr. Goodall receives the 2021 Templeton Prize in celebration of her remarkable career, which arose from 

and was sustained by a keen scientific and spiritual curiosity. Raised Christian, she developed her own 

sense of spirituality in the forests of Tanzania, and has described her interactions with chimpanzees as 

reflecting the divine intelligence she believes lies at the heart of nature. In her bestselling memoir, A 

Reason for Hope, these observations reinforced her personal belief system—that all living things and the 

natural world they inhabit are connected and that the connective energy is a divine force transcending 

good and evil.  

Goodall is the first ethologist and the fourth woman to receive the Templeton Prize since its inception in 

1972. The Templeton Prize winner is selected following an extensive selection process that mobilizes an 

anonymous group of expert nominators from a diverse cross-section of fields, followed by a rigorous 

ranking process through a panel of judges, who have included royals, former presidents, scientists, and 

religious leaders. Judges rank nominees according to a range of criteria before scores are calculated for 

a winner. This year’s nine judges include Cecilia Z. Conrad, Ph.D., CEO of Lever for Change and 

Managing Director of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation;  Indra Nooyi, Former Chair 

and CEO of PepsiCo.; Rev. Dr. Serene Jones of Union Theological Seminary; and Anousheh Ansari, 

CEO of the XPrize Foundation.  

Under the leadership of Heather Templeton Dill, president of the John Templeton Foundation, in 2020 the 

Templeton Prize updated its nomination process to produce a more diverse candidate pool for its award. 

Such steps included encouraging the nominations of women, increasing the number of female nominators 

and judges to more than half, and making a priority of recruiting diverse backgrounds and experiences in 

the nomination and selection process. 

Goodall joins a list of 50 Prize recipients including St. Teresa of Kolkata (the inaugural award in 1973), 

the Dalai Lama (2012), and Archbishop Desmond Tutu (2013). Last year’s Templeton Prize went to 

geneticist and physician Francis Collins, Director of the National Institutes of Health and leader of the 

Human Genome Project, for his demonstration of how religious faith can motivate and inspire rigorous 

scientific research. Other scientists who have won the Prize include Martin Rees (2011), John Barrow 

(2006), George Ellis (2004), Freeman Dyson (2000), and Paul Davies (1995). 

### 

https://janegoodall.ca/the-hopecast-jane-goodalls-podcast/
https://janegoodall.ca/the-hopecast-jane-goodalls-podcast/
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About the Templeton Prize 

Established in 1972, the Templeton Prize is one of the world’s largest annual individual awards. It is given 

to honor individuals whose exemplary achievements advance Sir John Templeton’s philanthropic vision: 

harnessing the power of the sciences to explore the deepest questions of the universe and humankind’s 

place and purpose within it. Currently valued at 1.1 million British pounds, the award is adjusted 

periodically so it always exceeds the value of the Nobel Prize. Winners have come from all faiths and 

geographies, and have included Nobel Prize winners, philosophers, theoretical physicists, and one 

canonized saint. The Templeton Prize is awarded by the three Templeton philanthropies: the John 

Templeton Foundation, based in West Conshohocken, Pennsylvania, and by the Templeton World 

Charity Foundation and Templeton Religion Trust, based in Nassau, The Bahamas. To learn more, visit 

TempletonPrize.org 

 

About the Jane Goodall Institute  

The Jane Goodall Institute is a global community-centered conservation organization that advances the  

vision and work of Dr. Jane Goodall. By protecting chimpanzees and other great apes through  

collaboration with local communities, best in class animal welfare standards and the innovative use of  

science and technology, we improve the lives of people, other animals and the natural world we all  

share. Founded in 1977 by Dr. Goodall, JGI inspires hope through collective action, and is growing the  

next generation of compassionate changemakers through our Roots & Shoots youth program, now  

active in over 50 countries around the world. To learn more, visit JaneGoodall.org  
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